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The Geography of Conflict

	Key concepts
	Range and content
	Key question and ideas
	Teaching and learning activities
	Resources

	Place – The human characteristics of real places.

Space – knowing where places are located and being able to describe patterns on maps.

Scale – appreciating different scales of conflict.

	Variety of scales (personal, national, global)

Consideration of different parts of the world, including countries in different stages of development.

.

Human geography looking at patterns of conflict.
	Key ideas:

(a) Many conflicts have happened across the world and through time.

(b) The pattern of conflict in the world today can be mapped. 

Pupils should be able to answer the following questions:

1. What is conflict?

2. What conflicts am I aware of?

3. What is the pattern of conflict in the world today?

Learning outcomes:

· Define the concept of conflict.
· Identify what they already know and what they would like to know about the Geography of conflict.

· Identify conflicts which they are aware of and sort them, either by chronology or scale.

· Create their own map illustrating the pattern of conflict today.

· Describe the pattern of conflict shown on their map.


	STARTER
1. Students write their own definition of ‘conflict’ and ‘war’.  They then join up with another person and modify their ideas to come up with a joint definition.  The pair then join with another pair to come up with their definitive definition of ‘conflict’ and ‘war’ These are then shared with the class and compared with the definitions on the PPT ‘Definitions of conflict and war’ (download available).  How do these definitions differ?
2. Students then complete the first two sections of the KWL grid (download available) to illustrate what they ‘Know’ already about the Geography of conflict and also what they ‘Want’ to know about the Geography of conflict.

MAIN ACTIVITY

1. ‘What conflicts have I heard of?’ Students sort different conflicts into those which they have and haven’t heard of which are then classified in terms of chronology and / or scale – local to global.
2. ‘Patterns of conflict today’ (download available) Students use the information on the sheet to design and create their own map illustrating the pattern of conflict in the world today on an outline map of the world (see links). Alternatively, they can create their own base maps. The PPT ‘Modelling a map’ (download available) can be used to give students ideas.  They could critique the example by suggesting one good thing about the map and one thing which is not so successful.
PLENARY

Students describe the pattern shown on their map of conflict in the world today.  This can be differentiated using the support material ‘Describing patterns on a map’ (download available)

	Downloads
‘Definitions of conflict’ (PPT)
‘KWL grid’ (Word)

‘Patterns of conflict today’ (Word)

‘Modeling a map’ (PPT)

‘Describing patterns on a map’ (PPT and Word)

Images

Worldmapper ‘Population at war 1945 – 2004’ map
‘A world of war’ (KMZ file)

Links

The homepage of the BBC programme ‘This World’ has links to a number of present day conflicts (last updated May 2005).
 The CBC News website has an interactive world map showing the locations of 15 major conflicts in the world today.

The Maps International website has free outline maps of the world to download for educational use. 

	
	
	
	
	Assessment opportunities

	
	
	
	
	‘What conflicts have I heard of?’ cardsort
‘Patterns of conflict today’ map

Description of map

	Key processes
	Curriculum opportunities
	
	
	

	Geographical communication – communicate knowledge and understanding using geographical vocabulary.
Geographical enquiry – ask geographical questions, thinking critically, constructively and creatively.
	Explore real and relevant contemporary contexts

Make decisions and think creatively.
Solve problems and make decisions to develop analytical skills and creative thinking on geographical issues.
	
	
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	1 x 40 minute lesson (or 2 x 40 minute lesson if all resources are used)


Lesson 1: Conflict today
Lesson 2: The causes of conflict
	Key concepts
	Range and content
	Key question and ideas
	Teaching and learning activities
	Resources

	Interdependence – exploring the social, economic, environmental and political connections between places.

Place – The human characteristics of real places.

Space – knowing where places are located and being able to describe patterns on maps.

Scale – appreciating different scales of conflict.

Human processes - understanding how sequences of events and activities in the human world lead to change in places and societies. 


	Variety of scales (personal, national, global)

Consideration of different parts of the world, including countries in different stages of development.

Investigation of people-environment interactions


	Key ideas:

(a) There are a number of key causes of conflict. 

(b) Resource depletion and climate change have caused the conflict in Darfur. 
Pupils should be able to answer the following questions:

1. What are some of the main causes of conflict?

2. What are the main causes of the conflict in Darfur?

3. Where are future conflicts likely to take place?

Learning outcomes:

· Identify the different causes of conflict.

· Explain how climate change has resulted in the war in Darfur.

· Apply knowledge of the causes of war to describe and explain where conflict is likely to take place in the future.


	STARTER

The causes of war  
Students listen to the poem on the causes of war (download available) and illustrate each verse.  They then discuss in pairs what they have drawn and why they have drawn it.  
MAIN ACTIVITY

1. Students watch the clip from the BBC News website explaining how climate change may cause conflict.  The clip refers specifically to Darfur, and explains how a lack of water resources (as a result of climate change) is thought to be responsible for the current conflict.

2. ‘Conflict in Darfur’ (download available) Students play the board game in groups of 4.  They then answer the questions on the accompanying PowerPoint slide (download available).
PLENARY

Students write a paragraph describing and explaining where they think future conflicts are likely to take place and why?  They then feedback to the class and different coloured Post-it notes (to represent the different causes) are stuck on a world map.


	Downloads

‘The causes of war’ (Word)

‘Conflict in Darfur’ (Publisher)
‘Counters and water’ (Publisher)

‘Flee or fight’ (Publisher)

‘How to play conflict in Darfur’ (Word)
‘Darfur board game questions’ (PPT)

Links

The BBC News website has a short clip explaining how climate change may cause conflict.
The San Diego Union-Tribune website has an article highlighting causes and solutions for Darfur.

	
	
	
	
	Assessment opportunities

	
	
	
	
	Illustrations of the poem

Paragraph describing and explaining future conflicts.

	Key processes
	Curriculum opportunities
	
	
	


	 Geographical communication – communicate knowledge and understanding using geographical vocabulary.


	Explore real and relevant contemporary contexts

Make decisions and think creatively.

Solve problems and make decisions to develop analytical skills and creative thinking on geographical issues.
	
	
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	1 x 40 minute lesson




Lesson 3: The impact of conflict on geography
	Key concepts
	Range and content
	Key question and ideas
	Teaching and learning activities
	Resources

	Interdependence – exploring the social, economic, environmental and political connections between places.

Place – The human characteristics of real places.

Space – knowing where places are located and being able to describe patterns on maps.

Scale – appreciating different scales of conflict.
Human processes - understanding how sequences of events and activities in the human world lead to change in places and societies. 


	Variety of scales (personal, national, global)

Consideration of different parts of the world, including countries in different stages of development.

Investigation of people-environment interactions


	Key ideas:

(a) There are many ways in which conflict can have an impact on geography. 

(b) WWI and the Treaty of Versailles created new countries by changing the political boundaries of Europe.

Pupils should be able to answer the following questions:

1. How might conflict affect Geography? 
2. How did the WWI and the Treaty of Versailles affect the geography of Europe?

3. What other conflicts have had an impact on political boundaries?
Learning outcomes:

· Identify different aspects of Geography.
· Explain how different aspects of Geography may be affected by conflict.

· Transfer knowledge from work in History in order to locate and order statements chronologically.

· Identify similarities and differences between two maps.

· Solve the mystery using the cards to explain how conflict affects political boundaries.

	STARTER

‘How does conflict affect Geography?’ (download available) Students break down ‘Geography’ into different components and then think about how conflict may impact on each of them – see teacher’s factsheet for ideas.
MAIN ACTIVITY

1. What was the Treaty of Versailles?’  Students are encouraged to identify what they already know about the Treaty of Versailles from their studies in History.  They should write anything which they know about the Treaty on a Post-it note before sharing these ideas with the rest of the class.
2. Similarities and differences (download available) Students study a map of Europe before and after WWI and the Treaty of Versailles.  They have to identify a number of similarities and differences.

3. Mystery: Why did Anna fall asleep in Germany and wake up in Poland? (download available) Students solve the mystery to explain why Anna fell asleep in Germany and woke up in Poland.
PLENARY

‘True or False quiz’ (download available) This tests students’ knowledge and understanding of the lesson’s key points as well as introducing other conflicts which have had an impact on political boundaries.
	Downloads

‘How does conflict affect Geography?’ (PPT)

‘Similarities and differences’ (Word)

‘Mystery: Why did Anna fall asleep in Germany and wake up in Poland?’ (Word)
‘True or False quiz’ (PPT)
Links

The History Learning Site provides some background information on the Treaty of Versailles.

	
	
	
	
	Assessment opportunities

	
	
	
	
	Mystery: Why did Anna fall asleep in Germany and wake up in Poland?
True or False quiz

	Key processes
	Curriculum opportunities
	
	
	


	 Geographical communication – communicate knowledge and understanding using geographical vocabulary.

	Enquiry encouraged through the use of mystery.
Make links between geography and work in other subjects and areas of the curriculum.

Using varied resources, including past and present maps of Europe.
Solve problems and make decisions to develop analytical skills and creative thinking on geographical issues.
	
	
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	1 x 40 minute lesson
Gifted and Talented geographers might want to explore examples of other conflicts which have led to a redrawing of political boundaries.

The mystery ‘Why did Anna fall asleep in Germany and wake up in Poland?’ can be used with the writing frame to structure and support student’s thinking.


Lesson 4: The impact of geography on conflict
	Key concepts
	Range and content
	Key questions and ideas
	Teaching and learning activities
	Resources

	Place - the physical and human characteristics of real places.

Space – knowing where places and landscapes are located and implications for people

Environmental interaction – understanding that the physical and human dimensions of the environment are interrelated and together influence environmental change.

Human processes - understanding how sequences of events and activities in the human world lead to change in places and societies. 


	Variety of scales (personal, national, global)

Consideration of different parts of the world, including countries in different stages of development.

Investigation of people-environment interactions

Investigation of the physical geography of places and the impact which this has on conflict.

	Key ideas:

(a) The physical geography of a place can have a major impact on conflict.

(b) The physical geography of Iraq has had a major impact on conflict in this country. 

Pupils should be able to answer the following questions:
1. How does physical Geography affect conflict?

2. What is the physical geography of Iraq like?

3. How has physical geography affected the war in Iraq?

Learning outcomes:

· Recognise that the physical landscape played an important role in the victory of the Normans in the Battle of Hastings.

· Identify the physical factors which can play an important role in both siting defensive settlements and conflict.

· Apply knowledge of map skills and physical factors to battle strategy.
· Construct an annotated 3D model of Iraq which explains the role of physical geography in the Iraq war.

· Rank physical factors from most to the least important in the influence of conflict.

	STARTER: 

1. ‘Did you know?’ (download available) Statement about the role of Senlac hill in the winning of the Battle of Hastings.

2.’Physical factors cards’ (download available) Students complete this matching activity to explain how each of the different factors e.g. forest, desert, topography etc. may influence conflict.
MAIN ACTIVITY: 

1. 3D model of Iraq (download available) students use the PPT file and word document to make a 3D model showing the physical landscape of Iraq.

2. Pupils use the National Geographic article ‘Geography shapes the nature of war in Iraq’  to annotate their model of Iraq.  If support is needed, students could use the statements in the document ‘Iraq article statements’ as annotations for their model (download available).
PLENARY:
Rank physical factors considered in the starter, from the most important in affecting conflict to the least important.
	Downloads: 
‘Did you know?’ (PPT)
Physical factors cards (Word)

 ‘3D model of Iraq’ (PPT and Word)

Iraq article statements (Word)

Links: 
The English Heritage website includes a video describing the 1066 Battle of Hastings (lasts approximately 10 minutes).
National Geographic article

	
	
	
	
	Assessment opportunities

	
	
	
	
	3D model of Iraq

	Key processes
	Curriculum opportunities
	
	
	

	Geographical enquiry – 

ask geographical questions, thinking critically, constructively and creatively, analyse and evaluate evidence, find ways of applying geographical understanding to create new interpretations of places and spaces.
Graphicacy and visual literacy – using geographical data

Geographical communication – communicate knowledge & understanding using geographical vocabulary
	Using varied resources, including map of Iraq, visual media.
Examine geographical issues in the news

Make links between geography and work in other subjects and areas of the curriculum.

Solve problems and make decisions to develop analytical skills and creative thinking on geographical issues.


	
	
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	1 x 40 minute lesson (or 2 x 40 minute lessons if all resources are used)
Gifted and Talented geographers might want to explore some further examples where physical geography has played an important role in conflict.


Lesson 5: The impact of conflict on development
	Key concepts
	Range and content
	Key question and ideas
	Teaching and learning activities
	Resources

	Place - the physical and human characteristics of real places.

Space – knowing where places and landscapes are located and implications for people

Environmental interaction – understanding that the physical and human dimensions of the environment are interrelated and together influence environmental change.

Human processes - understanding how sequences of events and activities in the human world lead to change in places and societies. 

Diversity – Appreciating differences and similarities between people, places, environments  and cultures


	Variety of scales (personal, national, global)

Consideration of different parts of the world, including countries in different stages of development.

Investigation of people-environment interactions

Investigation of the physical geography of places and the impact which this has on conflict and development.

	Key ideas:

(a) Conflict can have a major impact on the level of development of a country.

(b) Afghanistan has seen a dramatic reduction in its level of development due to ongoing conflict.

Pupils should be able to answer the following questions:

1. Where is Afghanistan?

2. How has conflict affected the development of Afghanistan?

Learning outcomes:

· Identify Afghanistan from a series of clues which decrease in difficulty.

· Select and justify their choice of resources from a selection of 10.

· Use evidence from the resources to answer the enquiry question ‘What impact has conflict had on Afghanistan’s development?’

· Structure and write a report explaining their findings.

· Peer assess another student’s report.

· Describe whether different development indicators are likely to increase or decrease with conflict.

· Explain their reasoning for this.


	 STARTER:
‘Guess the country’ (download available).  Students are given clues, decreasing in difficulty, in order to guess the country – Afghanistan.

MAIN ACTIVITY:

1. Students are given a variety of different resources from the resource pack (download available).  They select up to 4 resources that they will use, and should justify why they have selected these resources, in order to answer the enquiry question ‘What impact has conflict had on Afghanistan’s development?’
2. Students then write up their findings in the form of a report.  The instruction grid in the resource pack can be used to help structure their writing.  
3. Students should use the peer assessment information (download available) to assess each other’s work.

PLENARY: 

‘Development indicators and conflict’ (download available).  Students are given a series of development indicators and they have to decide whether the indicator is likely to decrease or increase with conflict.  They also need to match the correct reason with their arrows.


	Interactive

Development indicators and conflict
Downloads

‘Guess the country’ (PPT)
Resource pack for Afghanistan enquiry (Word)

Instruction grid for Afghanistan enquiry (Word)

Peer assessment information (Word)

Links
The UN website has useful information for all sections of this unit.

The CIA World Factbook has current information about most aspects of Afghanistan’s geography.



	
	
	
	
	Assessment opportunities

	
	
	
	
	What impact has conflict had on Afghanistan’s development? (peer assessed)
Development indicators interactive

	Key processes
	Curriculum opportunities
	
	
	

	Geographical enquiry – 

ask geographical questions, thinking critically, constructively and creatively, analyse and evaluate evidence, find ways of applying geographical understanding to create new interpretations of places and spaces.
Geographical communication – communicate knowledge and understanding using geographical vocabulary.

	Examine geographical issues in the news

Solve problems and make decisions to develop analytical skills and creative thinking on geographical issues.

Using varied resources, including maps and evidence of development indicators to investigate an enquiry question.


	
	
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	2 x 40 minute lessons (students will probably require at least 2 lessons in order to engage with all of the resources effectively).

The enquiry can be differentiated so that more able students are given more of the resources to use.  In addition, the use of writing frames can be used to support student’s writing.


	Key concepts
	Range and content
	Key question and ideas
	Teaching and learning activities
	Resources

	Place - the physical and human characteristics of real places.

Space – knowing where places and landscapes are located and implications for people

Interdependence – exploring the social, economic, environmental and political connections between places.


	Variety of scales (personal, national, global)

Consideration of different parts of the world, including countries in different stages of development.

Investigation of people-environment interactions


	Key ideas:

(a) Our own lives connect with others.

(b) We are all affected by conflict in some way. 

Pupils should be able to answer the following questions:

1. How does conflict affect me?

2. Can I use Google Earth to map the effects of conflict on me?
Learning outcomes:

· Explain the links between themselves and conflict in different parts of the world
· Apply their knowledge of Google Earth to illustrate the links between themselves and conflict in different parts of the world.
· Identify what they have learnt during the unit.

	STARTER:
 ‘How does conflict affect me?’ (download available).  Students are given cards (some of which are blank so that they can write their own ideas) and are given the opportunity to classify them in whatever way they like in order to answer the question ‘How does conflict affect me?’
MAIN ACTIVITY:

Students use Google Earth to illustrate the effect of conflict on them.  They can add placemarks, images and movie information (which they can record using their mobile phones or video cameras) to illustrate their work.  There are a number of information sheets (download available) which students can use to support their work as well as an example (download available).
PLENARY:

1. Students are given the opportunity to present their work to the rest of the class.

2. Students complete the third section of their KWL grid in which they highlight what they have ‘Learnt’ during the course of the unit.


	Downloads

How does conflict affect me?

(Word)
Google Earth information sheets (Word)

Google Earth example (KMZ file)

Links

The Digital Explorer website has a manual which can be downloaded and which has detailed instructions for adding images and digital information into Google Earth.

An online Google Earth tutorial is available on the fieldwork pages of this website. 

	
	
	
	
	Assessment opportunities

	
	
	
	
	Google Earth files
KWL grids

	Key processes
	Curriculum opportunities
	
	
	


	 Geographical communication – communicate knowledge and understanding using geographical vocabulary.

	Examine geographical issues in the news

Solve problems and make decisions to develop analytical skills and creative thinking on geographical issues.

Explore real and relevant contemporary contexts

Make decisions and think creatively.


	
	
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	2 x 40 minute lessons
If computers are unavailable or do not support Google Earth then students could draw and illustrate paper maps.  However, as an extension, they could video each other using their mobile phones or digital cameras, explaining how conflict affects them.
It should be noted that some students may be directly affected by some recent conflicts and so this needs to be dealt with sensitively.


Lesson 6: Conflict and me
	Key concepts
	Range and content
	Key question and ideas
	Teaching and learning activities
	Resources


