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Why do people leave Afghanistan? 

The main reason people leave Afghanistan is because of war and internal conflict within the country since 1978. People started to emigrate in 1978 when the Soviet Union came to the country, but in 1992 when the mujahedin came to power, it was the most devastating time in Afghan History, where they looted and killed many people and this is when a lot of people start leaving Afghanistan, either fleeing to neighbouring countries (Pakistan, Iran and Russia) or those who had money emigrated to the west.   For many (those who had a very good living in Afghanistan i.e. professionals or business people) it is very hard to leave their country and come to an unknown place, where everything (language, culture, religion, custom and tradition) is alien and different to them.  
Read these quotes below to find out what it was like to leave Afghanistan.
“When I was leaving Afghanistan I felt disappointed, sad and my hope had gone, I thought when will be the day that I will return.”

“I felt as if I am leaving half myself behind.”

“I was very young when I left, I did not know how I felt or what I felt, but I could see my parents weren’t happy, my dad was crying.”

“We left Afghanistan because of war and had no choice.  I just packed, took my children and left.  I did not even got the chance to say bye to my mum and brothers, tell you the truth I did not feel anything, because my daughter was injured and I was just thinking of getting my kids out of here, but when I left it hit me, I gathered that I might be able to see my family ever again.  But I did, I went back three years ago to see them, after 2002 there was hope, again it has vanished, I hear in BBC radio everyday that the situation is getting worst everyday and it is not safe to return.”

Leaving the country was a traumatic time for Afghans, but entering a country which you do not know anything about is distressing.  Some came to Britain with some knowledge of the country and its history, but many came through black market agents without knowing anything about the place they were going to live and what their life was going to be like.
“I just wanted to get out of the country, so when I came to Pakistan I found a agent, gave money and asked him to take me somewhere safe and this is where he brought me.”

“We had some families in UK, so we found an agent and asked him to take to UK.  We were caught by the authorities twice, but our family in UK helped us financially until we arrived here.”

Some people felt happy when they came to Britain and some did not.

“I was happy to be in England, because I knew I would be safe, also I always wanted to learn the Language and live in western style.”

“I was shocked, there were not many English people around, there were a lot of Asian and other people in London, it was just a shock.”

“I was OK at the beginning, but as I start living here life got difficult, I did not know the language, I did not know anyone, I was lonely and also I was missing home” (Afghanistan).

“I was happy for my children to be here, but I am worried a lot, on how they going to turn up.  Everyday they go to school and until they come back I worry, because I see in the news that young people kill each other and I worry that I left Afghanistan because of my children and their safety, what if someone kills them here.”  
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