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Campaigners have previously warned of a "pothole pandemic" on the roads of Britain

SHARE 1

By Thomas Fox Senior Reporter

15:56, 4 JAN 2023

Deep potholes form across East and West Sussex as councils issue statements on
repair process
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A deep pothole in Malthouse Lane in Hurstpierpoint  (Image: Martin Burton / SussexLive)
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Countless numbers of people have vented their frustration in recent weeks at the perceived state of roads across both East and West

Sussex. Facebook groups have been filled with locals warning others about huge potholes which have formed on the roads nearby.

One road in West Sussex has a large number of these potholes, with cars getting damaged as a result. Malthouse Lane is normally a quiet

country lane in Hurstpierpoint.
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But, whilst other motorists may not pose much of a danger to each other, the potholes that must be successfully navigated could. Several of

these potholes are especially deep which may damage cars and vehicles, or could be even more dangerous to cycles.
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Such is the state of the road, that when a SussexLive photographer stopped to take pictures, a car suffered a flat tyre after hitting a pothole.

Several large potholes are already present on the road with the potential for others to form due to the rough surface and cracks which now

plague the road.

Potholes form when water seeps into the soil below a road which, after freezing, expands and pushes the road surface up. Once the ground

thaws out, the soil and ground below a road may return to their normal level, whilst the road surface will remain higher, causing a cavity.

Once a car drives over the cavity it begins to crack causing potholes in the road.
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In December, temperatures constantly dipped below 0C with roads covered in snow and ice at various points. This likely proved to be ideal

conditions for potholes to form on roads, even those which may have appeared to be in good condition beforehand.

It was previously reported that Britain could face a "pothole pandemic" if cuts were made to the road repairs budget. Even without the

budget being cut, it would seem the state of the roads has been severely affected by the recent cold weather.

The responsibility of repairing potholes lies with the county council's highways department and all potholes can be reported online - repairs

are undertaken based on severity and the importance of the road. However, in November last year, it was reported that West Sussex

County Council had paid more than £250,000 over the past four years to motorists whose vehicles were damaged by potholes.
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One car suffered a punctured tyre after driving along Malthouse Lane (Image: Martin Burton/SussexLive)
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But this issue is not limited to one country lane in Hurstpierpoint. From Crawley and Burgess Hill to Crowborough and Brighton, an array of

potholes have caused havoc and frustration for motorists.

Responding to the issues, a West Sussex County Council spokesperson said: “We do understand that potholes are a big source of

frustration for all road users and we are always sorry to hear of anyone being injured, or their vehicle damaged, in any circumstances. The

county council is responsible for maintaining around 2,500 miles of road: A and B roads are ordinarily inspected monthly, C-class and main

distributor roads on a three or six-monthly basis and declassified roads are typically inspected annually.
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Deep potholes, like this one in Sussex, can puncture tyres and ruin a vehicle's suspension (Image: Sussex News and Pictures)
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“Unfortunately, roads are not permanent structures: they deteriorate over time from constant use, the weight of vehicles using them and the

effects of weather, resulting in new potholes. In the six months from April 2022 to October 2022, approximately 22,000 potholes were filled

by our Highways teams and contractor.

"But we are also taking a holistic approach to the condition of roads, with larger sections completely resurfaced on a priority basis, to make

them more resilient to potholes, and vastly reduce the need for small-scale, disruptive repairs. Other forms of treatment, such as surface

dressing and micro-asphalt, are also used to prolong the lifespan of suitable roads.

“From April to October 2022, 138km of road were either completely resurfaced or had surface dressing or micro-asphalt treatments -

representing a total investment of £7.4million in road surface improvements county-wide.”
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One pothole in Brighton was measured at 3ft long and 3 inches deep (Image: Sussex News and Pictures)
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Similarly, an East Sussex Highways spokesperson said: “Like every other highways authority in the country, we see an increase in the number

of potholes forming on our roads over the winter months. The prolonged periods of extreme wet and cold weather that we have experienced

in recent weeks means that potholes that are forming are becoming larger and deeper more quickly than usual.

"To deal with this, we have increased our resources by 50 per cent and our teams are working extended hours and at weekends to keep on

top of the situation. Since December 1, we have repaired more than 2,150 potholes across East Sussex. While our highways stewards are

working tirelessly to monitor the condition of roads across East Sussex, they have more than 2,000 miles of carriageway to inspect and we

would urge residents to report any defects they see to us directly to enable us to react as quickly as possible.

"We prioritise the repair of potholes across the county based, whether identified by the public or from routine safety inspections, on a

number of factors including the depth, size and location of the pothole and, where these meet our published safety intervention levels for

repair, they are repaired within a specified timeframe. To repair all potholes regardless of whether they are an immediate safety issue or not

would require considerably more resources. Potholes and other defects can be reported directly to East Sussex Highways at

www.eastsussexhighways.com, where information about when and how we repair potholes can also be found."
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Some believe potholes have become a more common sight on the roads of Sussex (Image: Martin Burton/SussexLive)
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