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Holistic Retrieval



Definitions

Retrieval practice – a strategy that helps students to 

bring information to mind and remember it in order to 

enhance and boost learning.

Interweaving – a process whereby different topics are 

mixed together and linked in order to help improve 

learning.  
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Processes and Successes of  the Past 

Two Years (KS3)

Processes

• Lessons focused around key questions

• Retrieval in most lessons

• Mid-topic recap and interweaving lessons

• Interlinking tasks developed based around solo taxonomy

• End of  topic revision lessons and focused processes

• Cover lesson interweaving grids

Successes

• Students much more engaged in recap work and revision.

• End of  year exam grades have been notably higher.

• Increased confidence and engagement within topics.



Earthquakes

Key questions

• How are earthquakes caused and linked to plate 

tectonics?

• What are the key features and effects of  earthquakes 

that create hazards?
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Retrieval Starter

What can you remember about…

Earthquakes

Effects of  earthquakes

The effects of  the Nepal earthquake



Retrieval Grid – Choose Three To Answer

1. What three different 

world climates can you 

describe the features of?

2. What three different 

factors that affect world 

climates can you explain?

3. What three different 

features of  the equatorial 

climate can you describe 

using facts?

4. What three different 

features of  the equatorial 

climate can you explain?

5. What three different 

features of  the desert 

climate can you describe 

using facts?

6. What three different 

features of  the desert 

climate can you explain?

7. What ways that humans 

affect rainforests can you 

explain?

8. What ways that humans 

affect deserts can you 

explain?

9. What three similarities 

between deserts and 

rainforests can you 

explain?



Topic Recap Task



Multiple Choice Topic Recap

4. Which of  the following are both forms of  transportation?

a. Abrasion & Solution.

b. Attrition & Abrasion.

c. Traction & Abrasion.

d. Traction & Suspension.

5. Which is the correct sequence for the formation of  a gorge?

a. Overhang formation, vertical erosion, collapse, undercutting, retreat.

b. Undercutting, vertical erosion, collapse, overhang formation, retreat.

c. Vertical erosion, undercutting, overhang formation, collapse, retreat.

d. Vertical erosion, overhang formation, collapse, undercutting, retreat.

6. For a meander to form there needs to be…

a. erosion on the inside bend and deposition on the outside bend.

b. erosion on the outside bend and deposition on the inside bend.

c. erosion everywhere but deposition when the river slows down.

d. erosion in the centre of  the river and deposition on the edges.



Interweaving - Retrieval Grid

1. What three negative 

impacts of  globalisation

can you explain.

2. What three different 

factors that affect world 

climates can you explain?

3. What three plate 

boundaries can you 

explain?

4. What three responses 

to tourism issues can you 

explain?

5. What three different 

features of  the desert 

climate can you describe 

using facts?

6. What three causes of  

globalisation can you 

explain?

7. What three key 

responses of  the 

Montserrat eruption can 

you explain?

8. What three impacts of  

the Six Nations can you 

describe using facts?

9. What three similarities 

between deserts and 

rainforests can you 

explain?



Interweaving - MC Quiz

1. Which of  the following is an economic impact of  each match in the Six Nations based on data averages?

a) Almost 1,700 tons of  pollution is created.

b) It is viewed in 160 different countries.

c) The host country makes almost £20 million.

d) There are 72,000 spectators in attendance. 

2. ‘Rocks hitting each other and breaking apart’ is the correct definition of  which of  the following?

a) Abrasion.

b) Attrition.

c) Hydraulic power.

d) Saltation.

3. Tropical rainforests are generally found…

a) Along the equator.

b) Along the Tropic of  Cancer and Capricorn.

c) In the middle of  continents. 

d) Surrounding the north and south poles.



Interweaving - Making Connections




