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How has my local area changed?Year 7

Fieldwork

Map Skills (grid, 

references, distance and 

direction)

Place: Stoke/Staffordshire

Skills

 Ecosystems

• Temperate forest

• Extinction

 Development

• Deindustrialisation

• Employment 

structures 

 Landscapes

• Upland/lowland 

• Geomorphic processes

 Weather

• Factors affecting 

climate

• Extreme weather

Climate graphs

 Population

• Population pyramids



• Mini fieldtrips (homework) –

Students wrote about the 

geology, ecosystems and climate 

were in their area. 

• Map Skills – Students used OS 

maps to write about their 

journey home. 

• Population Structure –

Students compared the 

population structure in the 

areas where they lived; 

Staffordshire Moorlands (rural) 

and Stoke-on-Trent (urban). 

https://explore.osmaps.com/

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigrat

ion/populationestimates/articles/ukpopulationpyramidinteractive/2020-01-08

https://explore.osmaps.com/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/ukpopulationpyramidinteractive/2020-01-08


How has my local 

area changed?
Year 7

Year 9

Year 10

Physical landscape of 

the Staffordshire 

Moorlands

Deindustrialisation 

in Stoke on Trent

Changes in 

population 

structures

Fieldwork Map Skills (grid, references, 

distance and direction)

Content:

Skills:

Urban 

Futures

• Patterns of migration and how this changes the 

growth and character of a city.

• Ways of life in the city such as culture and ethnicity. 

• Challenges that affect life in the city such as access 

to services and inequality. 

UK in the 

21st Century

• The population structure and ethnic diversity 

of a named place of the UK has changed since 

2001. 

• Major economic changes in the UK since 2001 

including employment sectors. 

Named Example: Birmingham

Case Study: Birmingham



Birmingham 

Stoke on 

Trent



Swapping Birmingham for Stoke …

Stoke-on-Trent is one of the 20% most deprived districts in 

England. The health of people in Stoke-on-Trent is generally worse 

than the England average. Life expectancy for both men and 

women is lower than the England average.



Enser, M. (2021). Powerful Geography: A curriculum with purpose in practice. 

Crown House Publishing Ltd.

We could being by considering a place against the 

following criteria:

• Does this place take pupils beyond their everyday 

experiences?

• Will studying this place lead to the development of 

powerful geographical knowledge?

• Do I, as a teacher, know enough about this place to 

teach it powerfully?

• Can I find the information I need to teach this place 

effectively?

• Does this place help to build on knowledge of places 

and locations studied previously?

• Does this place allow us to tell a complex story and 

avoid simple headlines? 



Powerful Knowledge 
‘Powerful knowledge’ is powerful because

it provides the best understanding of the

natural and social worlds that we have

and helps us go beyond our individual

experiences (Young, 2013, p. 196).

Knowledge is ‘powerful’ if it predicts, if

it explains, if it enables you to envisage

alternatives (Young, 2014, p. 74).

Firth, R. (2013). What constitutes knowledge in geography? In D. Lambert & M. Jones 

(Eds), Debates in geography education (pp. 59–74). London: Routledge. 

Firth, R. (2014). Constructing geographical knowledge. In M. Young, D. Lambert, C. 

Roberts, & M. Roberts, Knowledge and the future school: curriculum and social justice (pp. 

53–66). London: Bloomsbury Academic. 

How can we teaching about place more effective?

• Allow students the time to 

reflect and compare a case 

study to their own experience. 

• Move away from only teaching 

‘The Gap Instinct’ 


