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The Indian Ocean Slave trade 
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The Indian Ocean Slave trade evolved around the Indian Ocean basin. Slaves were taken from mainland East Africa and sold in markets in the Arabian Peninsula and the Persian Gulf. In contrast to the trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, the Indian Ocean Slave Trade was much older dating back from at least the second century until the early twentieth century.

In the 19th century the volume of slave traffic began to rise due to the demand for slaves on plantations on Zanzibar, Pemba, Reunion, Mauritius and Madagascar. In contrast to the trans-Atlantic slave trade the documents for the total amount of slaves taken out of East Africa is not well recorded.  Some estimate that during the 19th century the yearly traffic ranged from 3000 to 20,000 per year.

Slaves were taken from groups within Africa that were not politically able to defend themselves.  Most slaves were captured in the Lake Nyasa area of the Great Lakes region, the Bahr el Ghazal region and in areas of Ethiopia. Slaves were taken to the coast of East Africa like Zanzibar, Kilwa and Quilimane and then shipped to points in Asia like Turkey, India, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, Iraq and Iran. During the nineteenth century most slaves were destined for points off of the East African coast like Pemba, Madagascar, Reunion and Zanzibar.
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A map showing the ethnic groups and the Slave Trade in Eastern Africa (( RGS-IBG)
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