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The geography of conflict

Lesson 5: Conflict and me
Key Ideas:
a) Our own lives connect with others.
b) We are all affected by conflict in some way.
Starter activity:   
How does conflict affect me?
The idea of this lesson is for pupils to understand that conflict and war are not just abstract things which have no effect on them but that they are connected to the lives of others and are all affected by conflict, either directly or indirectly.  The starter activity ‘How does conflict affect me?’ encourages pupils to think about the ways in which they are affected by conflict.  They are given cards (some of which are blank so that they can write their own ideas) and can classify these in whichever way they choose.  For example, they might firstly sort the cards into links which do apply to them and those that don’t apply to them.  They might then further sort the links which do apply to them into different categories, for example those which affect them directly and those which affect them indirectly.
Main activity:

Once pupils have come up with their links to conflict, they should use Google Earth to illustrate the effect of conflict on them.  This provides pupils with an opportunity to learn or improve their skills with Google Earth as well as to think about how to present geographical information.  They can add placemarks (there is a more varied menu of placemark icons on the quikmaps website which students could use), images and movie information (which they can record using their mobile phones or video cameras) to illustrate their work.  There are a number of information sheets which pupils (and teachers) can use to support their work, as well as an example to show the sort of presentation which can be fairly easily achieved.
Plenary:
One of the most powerful features of Google Earth is the ability to fly to the different destinations which students have identified.  At the end of the lesson pupils should be given the opportunity to show their work to the rest of the class so that presentations and geographical linkages can be compared.
As this is the final lesson in the unit, pupils should complete the third section of their KWL grid in which they highlight what they have ‘learnt’ during the course of the unit.  This serves to illustrate what they have discovered as well as the progress which they have made.
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