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The geography of conflict
Lesson 2: The causes of conflict
Key ideas:
a) There are a number of key causes of conflict.
b) Resource depletion and climate change have caused the conflict in Darfur.

Starter activity:   
The causes of war

This is a poem which suggests the main causes of war and then gives some examples of each cause.  Students should listen to the poem as it is read by the teacher and then illustrate each verse.  The teacher could then ask the students to pull out the main causes of conflict or could ask the students to discuss their illustrations – what do they say about the content of each verse.
Main activity:

The clip from the BBC is a couple of minutes long and explains how climate change may cause conflict.  The clip refers specifically to Darfur in western Sudan, and explains how a lack of water resources (as a result of climate change) is thought to be responsible for the current conflict.  It then goes on to discuss other areas, such as Bangladesh, which may be vulnerable to conflict in the future.  This information could be referred back to in the plenary activity.
Conflict in Darfur
This is a board game which focuses on the conflict in Darfur and, in particular, the causes of the conflict.  Students should play the game in small groups (3 or 4 players is ideal).  Students learn about the causes of the conflict in Darfur, as well as other background information, through the ‘flee or fight’ cards.  Once they have played the game they then answer the questions on the PowerPoint which gets them to consolidate their learning.
Plenary:
Students write a paragraph describing and explaining where they think future conflicts are likely to take place and why.  They then feedback their ideas to the class and are encouraged to stick different coloured Post-it notes, representing each potential conflict, on a large world map. A different coloured Post-it note should be used for the different causes of the conflict i.e. disputes over boundaries, resources, different ideologies.  Gifted and Talented students could be asked to discuss whether or not they believe that world peace is ever possible to achieve given the causes of conflict that they have learnt about.
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