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The geography of conflict

Lesson 4: The impact of geography on conflict
Key Ideas:
a) The physical geography of a place can have a major impact on conflict.

b) The physical geography of Iraq has had a major impact on conflict in the country.
Starter activity:   
‘Did you know?’ 
This lesson looks at the impact of geography (particularly the physical landscape) on conflict.  This starter looks at the role of Senlac Hill in the winning of the Battle of Hastings and encourages pupils to think about those physical factors which are advantageous to conflict.
’Physical factors cards’ 
This activity gives pupils the opportunity to explain how each of the different factors e.g. forest, desert, topography etc. may influence conflict by matching the factor to the explanation.
Main activity:

Map skills interactive 

As well as an understanding of how geography affects conflict, this activity encourages pupils to practice their map reading skills.  Pupils have to use grid references, scale and direction, as well as the physical landscape to engage in battle strategy.

3D model of Iraq 

After looking at the ideas from a theoretical viewpoint, this activity gives students the opportunity to look at a case study, that of the war in Iraq.  Pupils use the PPT file and word document to make a model showing the physical landscape of Iraq.  They then use the National Geographic article ‘Geography shapes the nature of war in Iraq’ to annotate their model of Iraq.  If support is needed, students could use the statements in the document ‘Iraq article statements’ as annotations for their model.
Plenary:
Being able to rank factors and justify their rankings is an important skill and this activity asks pupils to consider the physical factors from the starter and to rank them from the most important in affecting conflict to the least important.
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