Mapping London

Lesson 5

Maps that are not maps
Enquiry question: How else can London be represented?
“It is important that we find a way of ensuring that new development fits with our built heritage so that London continues to be a desirable place to live, work and do business”

Boris Johnson, Mayor of London, 2014

Subject content areas
· Locational knowledge: Exploring London from a different perspective.
· Place knowledge: Explores ideas of ‘place’ and how it can be represented in different ways.

· Human and Physical Geography: City structures – land use. Transport and communications. Cultural geography.

· Geographical Skills and Fieldwork:  Opportunities for fieldwork for schools based in London. Internet research
Downloads

· Sensory London PDF | MSWORD
Starter
Show a Street View scene of Trafalgar Square, or some other iconic London location.
You can see what is going on here, but what is missing from the experience of being there?

Could this place be fully represented in a map?

Question
What does London taste like?

Explain that some people are synaesthetic. What does that mean?
It means that they have a particular sensory awareness that is heightened, and makes them experience the world slightly differently to other people.
One such person has produced a map of what each of the London Underground stations on the networks taste like. Go to the BBC website
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-24990432 

What does London sound like?

This is easier perhaps. You can listen to some sounds suggested by users on the SoundMaps here. Go to the Sound Survey website.
http://www.soundsurvey.org.uk/index.php/survey/soundmaps/ 

http://www.soundsurvey.org.uk/index.php/projects/12_tones_intro/
Students could add to the map by downloading the iSAY app from the University of Salford’s Sound Around You project. Go to the website
http://www.soundaroundyou.com/ 

This already has lots of user-generated contributions.

Challenge students to suggest what might go into a sensory map for London
Use the SensoryLondon document (DOC) to record ideas for what London might ‘sound’, ‘feel’, ‘taste’, ‘smell’ and ‘look’ like.
Main Activity
Students should be presented with one ‘alternative’ look at London. These can be sourced from the Mapping London site:

http://mappinglondon.co.uk/ 
The following are suggested data visualisations:

http://luminocitymap.org/index.html 

http://life.mappinglondon.co.uk/
http://www.londonmapper.org.uk 

http://www.datashine.org.uk  

http://maps.stamen.com/#watercolor/9/51.5064/-0.1272 
Data and visualisations from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) also explore such things as well-being. For example, how does London compare with the rest of the UK?
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Remember the Pinterest board for examples of other ‘maps’ that could be referred to: http://www.pinterest.com/geoblogs/mapping-london/ 
Ask students to suggest elements of life in London which could be used to create a new ‘map’ of the city incorporating elements of sensory ideas, thoughts or feelings. They should then search to see whether someone has already had the same idea.

Produce some group ideas for a map which uses numbers, images or other details to tell the story of a place in London more thoroughly than existing maps.

How might technology help with this?
Plenary
Show students the representation of London in the RGS’s Hidden Journeys project. This is a reminder that the city also extends upwards and downwards from the space it occupies on the ground. Go to the Hidden Journeys website
http://www.hiddenjourneys.co.uk/London-Vancouver.aspx 

Can students make sure their map is 3D rather than just 2D?
