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KS2 Module overview
The Mediterranean

This module, comprising of six lessons (or work for half a term) takes a ‘zoom lens’ approach to
studying the Mediterranean region within Europe. It moves from the macro (an overview of Europe) to
the micro (everyday life in the historic city of Bologna, Italy) whilst identifying core opportunities for
learning at each geographical scale.

Lesson 1: What's on the map? Bird's eye view on Europe

This lesson takes a bird's eye view on Europe. In this lesson, children begin to build up a picture of
Europe, using a range of maps to start investigating the continent, its principal cities, coastlines,
nations, rivers and mountains. It establishes basic locational knowledge of Europe, using
geographical language and concepts to describe its location within the wider world. It develops an
understanding that Europe is comprised of many different countries.

The lesson uses map-building as a tool, and supports learners’ understanding that there are different
kinds of maps, which are used for a variety of functions, but that maps will often have common
features (scale, key, purpose, orientation, title etc). The lesson also helps develop learners’ map-
reading skills, including the use of longitude, latitude, and the four compass points. At the end of the
lesson, children will be introduced to a rolling assessment task, which they will add to following each
lesson, and which will form a record of their learning throughout the module.

Lesson 2: Is Europe a proper continent? Is the Mediterranean a proper sea?

This lesson takes a ‘geography conundrums approach’, moving in from the continent as a whole to
the Mediterranean Sea. It builds on the map that learners have already started to build, and invites
them to think critically about what we mean by terms such as ‘continent’ and ‘sea’, and to consider
how different places and features fit together.

Lesson 3: What's so special about the Mediterranean?

In this lesson pupils create ‘messages in a bottle’ from each country of the European Mediterranean.
Each message will describe some of the main attributes of that country. We follow the flow of the
bottle from the Straits of Gibraltar and, as it travels across Europe, following the main sea currents.
The lesson demands that we ask: how does the sea affect life in the countries that border it? What is
so special about The Mediterranean? What are some of its human and natural wonders? What
connections do we have to it?

Lesson 4: Zoom in on Italy: A country of Cities and Regions

This lesson ‘zooms’ in on ltaly: as a country of regions and cities. It considers the notion of scale
within a country and encourages enquiry into the division of Italy into regions and how those regions
function with their unique character and histories. This includes an investigation into seven famous
‘capoluogi’, the regional cities of Rome, Venice, Naples, Palermo, Milan, Aosta and Florence. How
does this compare with the ways in which other countries are organised?

Lesson 5: Zoom in on Bologna and the Bolognese — A City of Education and a City of Food

In this lesson pupils look in more detail at one specific city. Bologna is the capoluogo of the Emilia
Romagna region, a city of education and a city of food. Pupils are invited to devise their own process
for enquiring into an aspect of life in the city. This activity encourages reflection on the positives and
negatives of life in Bologna, and things that they find interesting about it.
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Lesson 6: Everyday Life in Bologna

The final lesson of the module focuses on the everyday lives of four students from Bologna. The
lesson explores how their calendars and daily activities are impacted on by the city they live in. There
is also the opportunity to make comparisons between the individual students’ lives which encourages
reflection on wider differences between life in Italy and the UK.

The lesson ends with learners zooming back out, from Bologna, to Italy, the Mediterranean and
Europe as a whole, recapitulating what has been learnt. Finally, learners create a PowerPoint or
Prezi presentation based on the assessment tasks they have been completing throughout the
module, and this forms the basis for a final assessment.

Subject content areas:

Locational knowledge (locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe,
concentrating on environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries,
and major cities)

Place knowledge (understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of
human and physical geography of a region in a European country)

Physical geography (climate zones, mountains, seas, coasts, rivers, and the impact of
physical on human geography)

Human geography (settlement, land use, economic activity and the impact of human on
physical geography)

Geographical skills and fieldwork (map use, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate
countries and describe features studied)

Downloads:
e Module overview PDF | MSWORD
¢ Module plan PDF | MSWORD
e Module assessment — for teachers PDF | MSWORD
e Module assessment — for pupils PDF | MSWORD
e Module assessment spreadsheet — for teachers EXCEL



