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‘Ask the Geographer’: 
Working with academics to enhance your geography 
curriculum

1. What’s to be gained?

2. Okay, what might it look like? 

3. I’m interested. How do I do it?



What’s to be gained?

In 2019/20:
32 sets of new
curriculum materials 
developed for 
geography 
departments, in 
collaboration with 
academic geographers



Okay, what might it look like?

Example 1: Applying 
contemporary research at 
school level…

Ruqayyah Lorgat, inspired by 
the work of Dr Patricia Noxolo, 
engaging young people with 
the concept of post-colonial 
geographies when teaching 
about Nigeria

Esson, J., Noxolo, P., Baxter, R., Daley, P. and Byron, M. (2017) ‘The 
2017 RGS-IBG chair’s theme: decolonising geographical knowledges, 
or reproducing coloniality?’ Area, 49 (3), pp. 384–388.

Extract from student assignment, reproduced with permission



Okay, what might it look like?

Example 2: Using academic research 
to create a scheme of work on 
‘unfamiliar geography’…

Cara Sheppard, collaborating with 
Professor Dominque Moran, 
developing a scheme of work on 
carceral geography

Jewkes, Y. and Moran, D. (2014) ‘Should 
prison architecture be brutal, bland or 
beautiful?’ Scottish Justice Matters, 2 (1), 
pp. 8-11

Extract from student assignment, reproduced with permission



Okay, what might it look like?

Example 3: Engaging directly with a 
researcher, to explore possible 
collaboration and connection
between school and academic 
geography…

Kayleigh Vining, collaborating with 
Doris Wendt (doctoral student, 
supervised by Dr Anne Van Loon) to 
incorporate current research into 
drought in the UK

Van Loon (2015)

Van Loon, A. (2015) ‘Hydrological drought 
explained.’ Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: 
Water. 

Margariti, J., Rangecroft, S, Parry, S., Wendt, 
D. and Van Loon, A. (2019) ‘Anthropogenic 
activities alter drought termination’, 
Elementa: Science of the Anthropocene, 7 (1)



I’m interested. How do I do it?Use University websites to search 
staff profiles, and don’t be afraid to 
email or connect on social media. 

Try some of the ‘60 seconds with…’
profiles with key academics from 
University of Birmingham!

Check for open-access publications; 
different Universities will host these 
in different places, but all will have 
them.

Look for Outreach opportunities.

Screenshot of staff profile: 
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/gees/moran-
dominique.aspx [Accessed 19th May 2020] 

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/gees/moran-dominique.aspx

