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Wy Flielework Cnel When?
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Fieldwork gives us a sense of place!

L enables students to experience geogmphg and
gives them a greater understanding of processes
and the great outdoors.

[t getis studentis doing something practical.

When? Any year group — primary or secondary
should be dble to carry out fieldwork — it doesn’t
have to lbe complicated!
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Seheel grovne FidleMerk

You don’t have to venture further than your
school grounds i you can’s, are time limited or
have limited fieldwork eq uipment.

» Micro-climate investigation

Environmental g uality surveys

* Traffic counts at the front of the school.
Field sketiches

* Biodiversity counts




- . ANimpleIMiGROCClimdtelinveSTgation

Limited eq uioment? |
You can also lborrow eq uipment for a

term from the RMETS.
There are sets for primary school all

Bulbbles — wind direction she way 5o sixth Porm

Thermometer - bemper*abur*e Free o hire, pay postoge to send
oack.

Rain gauge — collecting rain water -

Camera/Phone — take photogrophs of each
Area

Recording sheet to record data at each site
Clip lboard, paper and pens.
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Make ot least | of the weather instruments below

Rain Gauge

What you will need:

An empty plastic bottle (2 litre fizzy drink oottle
would be ideal), Scissors, Sticky tope, Ruler, Paper,
Pencil & N

What to do: ¥\ : .

| Cut around bhe\QIOSbic lbottle Olgg ub two thirds of
the way up. ——/
2. Turn the top part of the bottle Uoside down and
place it inside the lbotitom part;- fix it in place using
the tape.
3. Moke a scale in|centimetres an apiece of tape,
using a ruler, and|fix it to the side of your lbottle.

4. Find a place outside to pub yeur nain gauge. It must

loe open and away from trees. s

5. Dig a hole and bury your rain gauge so that the top

Is sticking out albout 5 cm out of the ground. This will
stop the rain gauge from blowing down on windy
days. ;
6. Check the rainigauge every doy at the same time,
measure the amount of rain collected, and empty the
bottle. :
7. Don't forget bo%%@w%éﬁmounb of rain
collected in your weather diary.

@ Weather Vane

L] []

What you will need:

A ruler, A pen top, A plastic fizzy drink lbottle, Card, A
knitting needle, Matchsticks, A cork, Sand, Blu-Tack (or
similar)

What to do:

|. Draw an arrow 25 cm long on the card and cut it out.

2. Moke another arrow lby drawing anround the first arrow
and cubbing it out.

3. Place the pen top between the arrows, in the centire
facing down, and glue together.

4. Push four matichsticks into the long edge of the cork at
right angles to each other.

5. Cut out four small sq uares of card and laloel with the
four main points of the compass; N, E, S, W. Attach these
to the end of each matchstick with Blu-tack.

6. Fill the lbottle with sand:

7. Push the knitting needle into the cork and push the cork
INn the top of the bottle. Now lbalance the wind vane arrows
on top of the needle.

8. Choose an open area, perhaps Near your rain gauge, to
place your wind vane. Ask an adult or use a compass to
poiNt the N lalbel on the lbottle towards North.




LecE Cred mveStieriomn

jHovv much do students know about their Tocal
town?

Do we always need to go further ofield than our
own area”?

Studentis always find out new information aloout
their local ared and have a greater agppreciation
for the geography of their place’.

Easy to conduct — studentts can complete either
g ualitative or g uantitative data collection.

Cost-effective and can lbe completed within the
school day.

& could just lboe the area around the school.
Studentis could also complete some of this for
homework by researching their local area insteod.
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Site |- Becketis Park — near Northampton University
Qualibative Surveys
Draw o lebelled field sketch in this box. What can you sse ab this site?

Likert Survey

Question Strongly

Agree

Agree

Neithenr
agree Nor
disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Disagres

This location
has a strong
sense of
MNorthampton
idenGIty.

This location
is well cared
For.

This location
is used by a
wide variety
of people.

This location
15 agood use
of
space/land.

This location
hos
sustainable
Features.

Most sustainable

Good
+2

Syg 0

Poor -1

Bod -

Least: Sustainable

BHpolar Survey
Negative Evaluation Bi Polor Score Positive Evaluation
T A I I S A
Povements and roads are in Pavements and roods
poor warking order in a good state of
repain

Lots of lister and no visible No obvious litter ond
bing Iots of birg.

Transport

Trains cccessible and Frequent
Buses accessble and freq uent
Many cycle/pedestnion routes

Free Plowing trafPic

No rail services

No bus services

No cycle/pedestrian routes
Congested traffic

No obvicus coning
Poeces and lotis of dog
bins

Lots of conine Poeces and no
visiole dog bing

No evidence of
vandalism or graff i

Lots of vandalism and
groffiti

Unattractive location Attractive looation

Mot much gresn space Lots of green space

Give o score o each stotement. I the lecation is inpoor cendition your scores
would be in the minus. I there is little evidence of either positive or negative
the score would be zero. Total score

3

Services

Gocd provigion of schools
Gocd provigion of healthcare
Wide variety of local shops
Leisure Pocllities Por all ages

No school provigion:

No healthcare provision
No shops.

No leisure focilities.

Environment

Good provigion of green spaces
Unpollubed air

Clean, lisber-Free streets

Ecisy access oo recycling

No gresn spaces
Polluted air

Dirty, litbered strests
No access to recycling.

Economy

Mary local job opportunities
Wariety of types of work
No empby buildings or shops
Good transport links

No local job opportunities
One (or noj types of work
Marny empty buidings.

No transport links

Buildings

Generate their own energy eg solar panels
Builz wel — not in disrepair

Little groPPic

No energy generation eq. no visible sclar panels
Buidings in disrepair or covered in scaffolding
Lots of graffiti

‘Community

Wide range of activities to do
Plenty of spaces to meet
Low crime rate

Diverse ronge of cultures

No activities to do

No places to mest

High crime rate

Lack of cultural diversity.
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Place Study

Observation Study of Beckets Park
Whats to record Notes
Facts Date and Gime, location,

weobher

Phusical envirorment

What is the layout of
the environment

How is the environment
being used by people?

Social environment

How many peoole?

Demographics (oge,
gender, diversity)

How ore peaple
arranged in the area?
(50, groups, arranged

activities)

What are pecple doing?

How dogs area moke
you feel? What

Impression do You ges?
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'+ Fieldwork does not need to lbe complicated.
* |t doesn’t need to take the entire day.

* |t doesn’t need to lbe far away!

* You don’t need fancy eq uipment.

* YOU can team up with other departments e.g. science might have some
similar eq uipment that they may lend you.

* You may need an additional risk assessment — depending on where you are
going and what you are doing.

* Think clbout whati you want them to do with the data that they have
collected — a greatb opportunity to practice some presentation and
analytical skills.

 Don’t reinvent the wheel — there are lots of documents available online to
helo you plan fieldwork.
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