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The Kimberley region of Western Australia is
a wild, sparsely populated and under-
researched area into which access is often
difficult. Lying between the Great Sandy
Desert in the south and the humid, forested
coastline of the Timor Sea to the north, it
encompasses a great variety of habitats.
Among these is one of the most striking
areas of limestone terrain and deeply
dissected sandstone in the world.

1988 marked the bicentenary of both the
Linnean Society of London, the oldest
biological society in the world, and the
establishment of the first European
settlement in Australia. To celebrate these
two anniversaries, a joint British-Australian
scientific project was organised to the Napier,
Oscar and King Leopold Ranges in the heart
of the Kimberley.

Duration: April-July 1988

The objectives of the project were to:

(a) Field research in an exciting and little-
known wilderness area and a key wet-dry
tropical region;

(b) create an opportunity for collaborative
work between Australian and British
scientists and thereby foster an improved
and lasting liaison;

(c) prepare a series of educational
publications and videos as a important
legacy to the project;

(d) involve young Australians in
environmental awareness through direct
field participation as part of an organised
educational activity.



(e) promote an increased awareness,
nationally and internationally, of the
Kimberley as an area of outstanding
interest and natural beauty;

A research camp, 'Qantasbase’, with
accommodation for 30 people, was
constructed with equipment provided by the
Australian Defence Force at Police Camp
Pool on the Lennard River, 120 km from the
nearest local town of Derby. It proved to be a
convenient starting point for exploration of the
ranges.

Here the Anglo-Australian team worked
closely with the local Bunaba people in their
tribal lands. Amid a landscape which is
perhaps one of the oldest in the world, the
geomorphologists studied the age and
climatic history of the area by analysing cave
deposits, the role of organisms, the age of
sand dunes, the stability of slopes, the flood
history of the great gorges that cut through
the ranges, and the rate at which the land-
surface is being denuded by the heavy
tropical storms during the wet season.

The life scientists collected field data and
studied plant and animal species which will
add considerably to the knowledge of the
flora and fauna in the region. Particular
attention was paid to several groups such as
fungi, lichens, and bryophytes about which
very little was previously known in the
Kimberley. Several plant groups, as well as
snails, damselflies, small mammals and bats
were among the topics for specialised study.
An investigation of the nutritional value of
Aboriginal food plants was also undertaken to
evaluate the viability of selected species as
cultivated crops.

Major sponsors included:

Corporate Patrons: Mitsubishi Motors and
Qantas airline., and sponsors: the Australian
Defence Force, Ansett W.A., Australian
Geographic Society, Barclays Bank plc,
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation, the Royal
Botanic Gardens Kew, The Royal Society,
NERC and the National Geographic Society.

Further reading:

Goudie, A.S.; Sands, M.J.S., (1989) ‘The
Kimberley Research Project, Western

Australia 1988. A report,” Geographical
Journal, Vol 155, pp. 161-166.



KIMBERLEY RESEARCH PROJECT 1988, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Articles, Books, Monographs and Papers

a) Published

Allison, R.J., (1990) ‘Developments in a non-
destructive method of determining
rock strength,” Earth Surface

Processes and Landforms, Vol 15, pp.

571-577. (PR Kim 1.001)

Allison, R.J.; Goudie, A.S. (1990), ‘The form
of rock slopes in tropical limestone
and their associations with rock mass
strength,” Zeitschrift fur
Geomorphologie, Vol 34, No. 2, pp.
129-148. (PR Kim 1.003)

Allison, R.J.; Goudie, A.S., (1990) ‘Rock
control and slope profiles in a tropical
limestone environment: the Napier
Range of Western Australia.” The
Geographical Journal, Vol 156, pp.
200-211. (PR Kim 1.002)

Allison, R.J.; Goudie, A.S.; Cox, N.J." (1993)
‘Geotechnical properties of rock
masses: their control on slope form
and mechanisms of change along the
Napier Range, Western Australia,’
Geomorphology, Vol 8, pp. 65-80.
(PR Kim 1.010)

Buckley, R., (1990) ‘Ants protect homoptera
against spider predation,’ Biotropica.

Buckley, R., (1990) ‘Diurnal and nocturnal
activities of ants,’ in C. Huxley (ed.),
Interactions between Plants and Ants.
O.U.P.

Buckley, R., (1990) ‘New ant homoptera
interaction,” Australian Entomological
Magazine.

Cameron, R.A.D., (1990) ‘Dispersal,
speciation and niche occupancy in
land snail faunas from the Napier and
Oscar Ranges, Western Kimberley,
Australia,” Biological Journal of the
Linnean Society of London.

Cameron, R.A.D., (1992) ‘Land snail faunas
of the Napier and Oscar Ranges,
Western Australia; diversity,
distribution and speciation,” Biological
Journal of the Linnean Society (1992),
Vol 45, pp. 271-286. (PR Kim 1.013)

Coles, R.B. and Guppy, A. (1989)
Identification of Australian bats by
echolocation calls,” Paper presented
at 8th International Bat Research
Conference, Sydney.

Coles, R.B.; Guppy, A., (1989) ‘Echolocation
and Doppler-shift compensation in
Rhinonycteris Aurantius and
Hipposideros Ater,” Paper presented
at 8th International Bat Research
Conference, Sydney.

Ellaway, M.; Gillieson, D.; Greenaway, M.;
Smith, D., (1990) ‘Karst water
chemistry - limestone ranges,
Western Australia,” Helictite. Vol 28,
No. 2, pp. 25.(PR Kim 1.004)

Gillieson, D., (1993) ‘Environmental Change
and Human Impact on Karst in Arid
and Semi-Arid Australia,” Catena
Supplement, Vol 25, pp.127-146. (PR
Kim 1.011)

Gillieson, D.; Smith, D.l.; Greenaway, M.;
Ellaway, M. (1991) ‘Flood history of
the limestone ranges in the Kimberley
region, Western Australia,” Applied
Geography. Vol 11, No. 2, pp. 105-
123. (PR Kim 1.033)

Goudie, A.S.; Bull, P.A.; Magee, A.W.,(1989)
‘Lithological control of rillenkarren
development in the Napier Ranges,
Western Australia,” Zeitschrift fur
Geomorphologie, Supplementland,
Vol 75, pp. 95-114.(PR Kim 1.012)

Goudie, A.S.; Sands, M.J.S., (1989) ‘The
Kimberley Research Project, Western
Australia 1988. A report,’



Geographical Journal, Vol 155, pp.
161-166. (PR Kim 1.013)

Goudie, A.S.; Sands, M.J.S.; Livingstone, 1.,
(1992) ‘Aligned linear gilgai in the
West Kimberley District, Western
Australia,” Journal of Arid
Envrionments Vol 23 pp. 157-167.
(PR Kim 1.009)

Goudie, A.S.; Viles, H.A.; Allison, R.J.; Day,
M.J.; Livingstone, I.P.; Bull, P.A.,
(1990) ‘The geomorphology of the
Napier Range, Western Australia,’
Transactions of the Institute of British
Geographers, Vol 15 No. 3, pp. 308-
322. (PR Kim 1.007)

Goudie, A.S; Stokes, S.; Livingstone, |.;
Bailiff, I.K.; Allison, R.J., (1993) ‘Post
depositional modification of the linear
sand ridges of the West Kimberley
area, N.W. Australia,” Geographical
Journal, Vol 159, pp. 306-317.

Jacobs, S., (1989) ‘Nymphaea in Australia,’
Water Garden Journal,’ Vol 5, No. 1,
pp. 114-118.

Jacobs, S., (1990) ‘New species of Triodia
and Plectrachne (Graminae) from the
Kimberley,” Nuystia. 8(2) 219-223.

Jacobs, S., (1990) ‘The genera Monodia,
Plectrachne and Triodia,’ in J.
Wheeler (ed.), The Flora of the
Kimberley Region.

Jacobs, S., (1991) ‘New species, lectotypes
and synonyms of Australasian
Nymphaea (Nymphaeaceae),’
Telopea, Vol 4, No. 4 pp. 635-641.
(PR Kim 1.014)

Jacobs, S., (1992) ‘New species of Triodia
and Plectrachne (Poaceae) from the
Kimberley,” Nuytsia, Vol 8 No. 2, pp
219-223. (PR Kim 1.015)

Scott, G.A.M., (1990) ‘Bryophytes of the
Kimberley,” Nuytsia.

Scott, G.A.M., (1990) ‘New family of
bryophytes for Australia,” Journal of
Bryology.

Simon, B., (1989) ‘The Kimberley Research
Project (1988) Western Australia, with
historical notes on botanical activity in

the Kimberley region,” Queensland
Geographical Journal, Series 4, Vol.
4. (PR Kim 1.005)

Simon, B., (1990) ‘The grasses of the
Kimberley Region, Western Australia,
Botanical Journal of the Linnean
Society.

Simon, B., (1990) ‘Triodia pascoenana
(Gramineae), a new species from the
Western Kimberley,” Nuytsia.

Stokes, S., (1992) ‘Optical dating of young
(modern) sediments using quartz:
results from a selection of
depositional environments’
Quaternary Science Reviews, Vol 11,
pp. 153-159.(PR Kim 1.034)

Thompson, D., (1988) ‘Dragons and
Damsels: an in depth penetration of
their sexual strategies,” Australian
Natural History, 22, pp. 506-510.

Thompson, D., (1989) ‘A species of
Gynacantha that breeds in caves
(Aniosoptera Aeshnidae),” Notulae
Odontologicae, 3, pp. 41-43.

Thompson, D., (1989) ‘Dragonflies in Caves,’
Cave Science, Vol 16, pp. 75.

Thompson, D., (1989) ‘Dragonflies of the
Kimberley region of Western
Australia,” Bulletin British Ecological
Society. 20, 128-130.

Thompson, D., (1990) ‘Dragonflies of the
Western Kimberley region,” Western
Australian Naturalist.

Thompson, D., (1990) ‘On the biology of the
damselfly Nososticta Kalumburu
Watson and Theischinger (Zygoptera:
Protoneuridae),” Biological Journal of
the Linnean Society.

Thompson, D., (1990) ‘Speleo-odonatology:
Dragonflies in Caves,” Opuscula
Zoologica Fluminensia.

Viles, H.A.; Goudie, A.S., (1990)
‘Reconnaissance studies of the Tufa
deposits of the Napier Range, N.W.
Australia,” Earth Surface Processes
and Landforms, Vol 15, pp. 425-443.
(PR Kim 1.008)



Viles, H.A.; Goudie, A.S., (1990) ‘Tufas,
travertines and allied carbonate
deposits,” Progress in Physical
Geography, Vol 14, pp. 19-41.

Wilson, G.D.F.; Ponder W.F., (1992)
‘Extraordinary New Subterranean
Isopods (Peracarida: Crustacea) from
the Kimberley Region, Western
Australia,” Records of the Australian
Museum, (1992), Vol. 44 pp. 279-298.
ISSN 0067-1975. (PR Kim 1.018)

Wilson, P., (1990) 'Indigofera (Fabaceae),’ in
Wheeler, J.(ed.) 1990, The Flora of
the Kimberley Region.

b) Unpublished

Winser, N., (1988) Kimberley, 200. Modus
Operandi, reference notes, Royal
Geographical Society, London, var.
pagination. (PR Kim 1.036)

¢) Newspapers and Magazines

Goudie, A.S., (1989) ‘Derby discoveries,’
Geographical Magazine, Vol 61, pp.
36-40. (PR Kim 1.032)

Goudie, A.S.; Sands, M.J.S., (1988)
‘Wilderness with Gouty Trees,” The
Geographical Magazine, 3/88, pp. 42-
47. (PR Kim 1.019)

Graham, D., (1988) ‘The Age of Exploration
is not yet over,” The Melbourne Age,
4/88. (PR Kim 1.027)

Grenfell, R., (1988)’First co-op deal looks to
the north’, All part of the Service, vol 1
no 4. Mat 1988. (PR Kim 1.028)

Head, M.,(1988) ‘Kimberley 88, Far
Horizons, May/June. (PR Kim 1.029)

Pain, S., (1988) ‘A Taste of the Wild Country,’
New Scientist articles, Vol 69,
17/3/88. (PR Kim 1.020)

Pain, S., (1988) ‘Things that go Plop in the
Night,” New Scientist articles, Vol 78,
16/6/88. (PR Kim 1.021)

Pain, S., (1988) ‘The Healthiest Restaurant in
Australia,” New Scientist articles,
18/8/88. (PR Kim 1.022)

Pain, S., (1988) ‘Flood Warnings in the
Sand,’ New Scientist articles,
1/9/88.(PR Kim 1.023)

Pain, S., (1988) ‘A Touch of Class in the
Field,” New Scientist articles, 15/9/88.
(PR Kim 1.024)

Pendrill, L., (Lord Shackleton) ‘He's Lord of
the Board - at 76," Perth Sunday
Times. (PR Kim 1.025)

Radford, T., (1988) ‘Ghosts of Greenhouse
Past,” The Guardian,15/3/88. (PR Kim
1.026)

Scott, G.A.M., (1991), ‘A Bryologist in the
Kimberley,” Botanic Magazine. Vol. 4,
1991. (PR Kim 1.032)

Wombell, P., (1987), ‘40 Scientists to explore
the Outback’, Daily Telegraph, 2
December 1987. (PR Kim 1.035)

Young, J., (1987), ‘Wilderness carved by
tropical storms’, The Times,
30.12.1987. (PR Kim 1.035)

Zinn, C., (1988) ‘Going Walkabout on the
Wild Side,’ Daily Telegraph, 6/6/88.
(PR Kim 1.030)

Zinn, C., (1988), ‘Secrets of the Kimberley,’
The Australian Way, 8/88. (PR Kim
1.031)



