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The city of Kabul 
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The population of Kabul is now over 2 million and many people live in poverty.  Since the return of peace, the city continues to be served by aid agencies doing what they always did, but more so.  Cities need planning and investment. 
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Street Scene in Kabul, Frohar Poya 2005
Urban planning
Only 20% of the city’s population have access to piped water and most of them have it for only a couple of hours a day.  There is a great danger that the city will run out of water.  A master plan was developed for Kabul in 1974, from the early 1990s the authority could not provide basic housing or basic services.  In the absence of any planning, people build houses where they could, often on land whose ownership was unclear or on steep mountainsides where it is impossible to provide services. 
Between the mujahedin rule in 1992 and the arrival of the Taliban in September 1996, the people of Kabul knew only of war.  The city lay in ruins, more than half its buildings destroyed.  Everything of value was looted as ancient buildings were destroyed.  Many families moved several times, escaping from the fighting.  Many who had education or money left for Pakistan, those who stayed often had to sell their own possessions. 

This is a city that was once beautiful, and there are many attempts to restore mosques and gardens.  There is work being done on the gardens of Emperor Babur’s tomb as seen in the photographs below.
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The Avenue of Baber’s tomb, J Atkinson 1842
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Baghe Baber Avenue, D Dunham 2005
Historical importance

The city of Kabul played an important role in trade.  Kabul Museum was set up in 1919, but many of its treasures were looted and the museum was almost destroyed.  Masoudi, the museum director has said:

“Here in this museum you could find pieces that were 60,000 years old.  We were at the heart of Asia.  Many empires have controlled our land; there were many influences and you can find in our culture some of the finest, most beautiful results.”  (2004)

Although foreign money has helped to repair the museum and to restore some of its damaged treasures, there are many resources still needed to look after the objects and art treasures.  
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