[image: image1.jpg]Royal
Geographical
Society

with IBG

Advancing geography
and geographical learning





Changing London Fact Sheet – some changes to London’s maps.
The first Roman settlement developed at the River Thames’ lowest fordable point, close to the present day Westminster
The Guildhall was built on the site of a Roman ampitheatre, and the road still curves round the original site.

City of London developed in Medieval times, and still retains its street pattern from that time.
The Great Fire of London, 1666 destroyed large parts of the city, but Christopher Wren’s grand plans for rebuilding didn’t come to fruition.

The city expanded in linear fashion to the West and East along the river – the West End and East End are still common terms to describe these parts of the city, and the first tube lines were built to connect up some of these extremes.
Railways enabled growth of the suburbs – these grew outwards from the centre, but not in an organised way.
By 1800, London’s population was over 800 000 – within 50 years it had doubled in size.
Keeping a city that size fed was a huge task. It was the days of steam power, but people and horses did most of the work, as well as a lot of farmland within the city boundary which was given over to market gardening. Ships docked in the city, bringing food such as citrus fruits from abroad all year round.
Riverscape also changing over time, particularly the Docklands area, which started to decline from the 1950s onwards as larger ports further downstream developed.
The river helped the city to grow, but has been a barrier to movement from north to south.
Starting in September 1940, during World War II, the London Blitz lasted for 76 consecutive nights, dropping around one million incendiaries on the city. The Blitz killed 20,000 people, and destroyed or damaged more than half the capital’s housing stock. 1.5 million people were left homeless and a third of the ancient City of London was destroyed.

The County of London plan – 1943 – also known as the Abercrombie plan, developed in 1944. Its main purpose was to point out the main directions of development and reconstruction of London, which in the past decades had faced big changes and irregular growth. It was prepared in anticipation of the end of World War II and the reconstruction after bomb damage and large movements of population.

It focused on five defects, for which it proposed remedies:

· traffic congestion

· depressed housing stock
· the inadequacy and poor distribution of open spaces

· a jumble of houses and industries

· sprawl, and suburbanisation of surrounding country towns (an issue that still persists today)
The plan aimed to speed up the road network to enable people to live further out from the centre of the city, and included bridges and tunnels, which were never built in the end, due to lack of funds at the end of the war.
The Royal Festival Hall is the only building that survives from the post war plans for Southbank.
The development of the London Docklands has been ongoing for decades, and has involved the O2 , the ExCeL area and the London City Airport. Canary Wharf and the financial district around it has also been completely regenerated, along with the expansion of the Underground through the extension of the Jubilee Line.
More recently, the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park has opened to the public, with many of the structures from the 2012 Olympic Games.
The future is going to be one of continued change. A city the size of London does not stay the same for any length of time. The challenge will be for those who map it to keep pace with those changes.
