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Have a look at the cards below which suggest some ways in which you might be linked to conflicts around the world.  There are also some blank cards which can be used to write your own ideas on.  Use the cards to think about how conflict affects you.  You can sort or classify the cards into different piles which might help you. 
If you have a mobile phone then it is likely that you are linked to the conflict in the 


Democratic Republic of Congo.  The DRC is rich in coltan, a mineral which is used to 


make mobile phones.  As mobile phone use has increased, so the coltan has become 


more valuable.  The people who have the coltan have the power and the money 


made from the sale of coltan is used to buy more weapons.





If you have ever used petrol or plastic then it is likely that you are linked to the 


conflict in Iraq.  Iraq is rich in oil reserves and oil is used in a variety of different 


products. Iraq and the other countries in the Middle East have 65% of the world’s 


oil reserves and it is often argued that the US and UK’s reliance on oil has been


a factor in the war in Iraq.


   


  	   		 








If you have been re-directed to a call centre or have used software technology, you may 


be linked to Kashmir, an area which has been disputed by India and Pakistan since 1947.


Whilst industry in this region is still in its infancy, it is hoped that the IT industry may 


provide a brighter future for an area which has been shaped by conflict.





You may know people who serve in the army and who may even have been posted


in areas where the UK is currently involved in conflict – for example in Iraq and 


Afghanistan.  You may be linked to places where there is conflict going on, or places where the army is preventing conflict by acting as a peacekeeping force. 

















Mobile phone by flickr user Milica Sekulic, Night rig by flickr user arbyreed, Call center by flickr user vlima.com and Soldier by flickr user gopal1035. All licensed for reuse under Creative Commons licence. 








