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The geography of conflict

Lesson 1: Conflict today
Key ideas:
a) Many conflicts have happened across the world and through time.

b) The pattern of conflict in the world today can be mapped.
Starter activity:   
Definitions of conflict and war 
There is a choice of two starters for this unit and students can complete either or both of these.  Students are firstly encouraged to write their own definition of ‘conflict’ and ‘war’ and to share and refine these definitions.  The similarities and differences between their definitions and also the two terms can be explored in more detail through class discussion.  The KWL grid aims to give students ownership of the unit, highlighting what they might already know about conflict and also what they want to know.
Main activity:

What conflicts have I heard of?
Extending some of the ideas from the KWL starter, students engage in the activity ‘What conflict have I heard of?’ in which they firstly sort different conflicts into those which they have and haven’t heard of.  They then have the opportunity to find out more about these conflicts, before sorting them chronologically.  Gifted and Talented students could extend this idea to think about how the conflicts can be sorted spatially, or even to think about how the nature of these conflicts may have changed over space and time.
Patterns of conflict today
It is important to encourage students to use their creativity to create their own maps and the activity ‘Patterns of conflict today’ allows them to do this.  Students can use the information on the sheet to design and create their own map illustrating the pattern of conflict in the world today.  They can make their maps as simple or as complex as they like and select exactly what information they want their map to show and how to display it.  For those who find it difficult to get their creative juices flowing, the PowerPoint ‘Modelling a map’ suggests the ingredients which are needed to make a good map as well as providing some examples. The students will need an outline map of the world to complete this activity. Maps are available to download from the Maps International website. Alternatively, they can create their own base maps from scratch.
Plenary:
Describing patterns on a map

Another skill which is vital for students to do proficiently is to be able to describe patterns on maps.  As the previous activity involves the creation of a map, students can take this opportunity to consolidate their understanding of patterns of conflict by describing the pattern shown on their map.  This activity can be made as challenging or straightforward as the student requires by using the differentiated writing frames and / or the PowerPoint ‘Describing patterns on a map’.  For those who need to be challenged even further, they could describe another student’s map or peer assess each other’s work.
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