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The geography of conflict

Lesson 3: The impact of conflict on geography
Key Ideas:

a) There are many ways in which conflict can have an influence on geography.
b) WWI and the Treaty of Versailles created new countries by changing the political boundaries of Europe.
Starter activity:   
How does conflict affect geography?

Having defined the key terms and looked at the pattern of conflict in the world today in the previous lesson, pupils start to break down ‘geography’ into 6 different components and then think about how conflict may impact on each of them.  Some of these aspects will be explored in more depth throughout the unit.  There is also information on the factsheet to support discussion.
Main activity:

What was the Treaty of Versailles?

Pupils are likely to study, at some point during KS3, the Treaty of Versailles as part of their History curriculum.  This activity acts as a cross-curricular link as pupils are encouraged to identify what they already know about the Treaty of Versailles.  Pupils should write down on Post-it notes, anything which they know about the Treaty of Versailles before sharing these with the rest of the class.  If pupils have not studied the Treaty of Versailles before, then they could skip this activity initially and then complete it as a plenary, summing up what they have learnt during the lesson about the Treaty of Versailles.
Similarities and differences 
The Treaty of Versailles changed the political map of Europe dramatically.  Pupils study a map of Europe before and after WWI and the Treaty of Versailles and have to identify a number of similarities and differences between the two.  This activity can be completed with no prior knowledge of the Treaty of Versailles.
Mystery: Why did Anna fall asleep in Germany and wake up in Poland? 

Pupils solve the mystery to explain that changing the political boundaries after the Treaty of Versailles created new countries.  Some of the impacts of this are also explored.  There is a series of questions and a writing frame, which students can use in conjunction with the mystery cards in order to structure their thinking.
Plenary:
True or False quiz

This quiz tests student’s knowledge and understanding of the lesson’s key points as well as introducing other conflicts which have had an impact on political boundaries.
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