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The desert to the south and west of Iraq offers a variety of challenges and opportunities to conflict.





It's very difficult to travel in the desert because it’s remote, cars overheat, and the daytime temperatures can get very high—especially in April and May.





Traditional problems, such as navigation in featureless desert terrain or targeting in a flat landscape, are now aided by GPS systems and laser range-finders.





There are some advantages to conflict in the desert.  The flat, even terrain encourages a rapid pace of advance, while the lack of cover favours coalition forces because their equipment has a greater range.





A major problem of conflict in the desert is the fact that the weather is variable and can be troublesome for all concerned, as evidenced by recent sand storms that blotted out sunlight and made afternoons feel like night.





The Geography of Iraq may mean that there are small pockets of refugees rather than mass migrations of refugees.





The main exit points from Iraq for refugees are into Kuwait, Jordan, Turkey, Iran, or Saudi Arabia. Both Jordan and Saudi Arabia would involve a very long trek over the desert. This means that there are unlikely to be mass refugee movements. 





There is a continuous mountain system, known as the Zagros, which stretches in an arc from Turkey eastwards through northern Iraq and into Iran. Any mass movement of refugees to the north out of Baghdad will run into the Kurds who live in the mountainous area, so that is not a good option.





Iraq’s population is very unevenly distributed.  Most people live in the areas between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.  The capital, Baghdad is in the centre of this area.  Large areas of western and southern Iraq are uninhabited.  Nearly 70 percent of Iraqis live in urban areas, and over one out of every five Iraqis lives in the capital.





It is the areas where there are dense population which are likely to become the centre of the ongoing conflict in Iraq.  Major cities such as Baghdad may prove tough obstacles for coalition forces to overcome as avoiding civilian casualties is very difficult.  
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