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Gift of Education = 

→ opportunity to pass on to the next generation our knowledge about the 
world  - responsibility ..

It is our children’s inheritance…  Mark Enser

See: Young, Lambert, Roberts and Roberts: 
Knowledge and the Future School

‘Every subject is on its own quest for truth’ (Christine Counsell)

‘What story do you want your curriculum to tell?’ (Mark Esner)

The importance of Curriculum Design 4 Geography – ‘Quality of Education’

*curriculum, *specialist knowledge, *understanding and *skills

+ emphasises importance of learning what as well as learning how….
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→ Conceptual framework for relational thinking in geography (Geographical  Journey)

See: David Lambert

→ Place (importance of context)  
→ Space (spatial dimension) 
→  and Environment (surroundings)

1) What is meant by ‘Curriculum’?

▪ for a school?

▪ for a subject?

▪ for a lesson?



Distinguishing curriculum from teaching and assessment

Heather Fearn, Inspector, Curriculum 
and Development Lead



Three levels of curriculum design

← Short- term = Teacher
← Medium term plan = School + 
Teacher
← Longer- term = National exams



→ YOU as the CURRICULUM MAKER.. more important than ever..
given school closures and constant disruption caused by COVID 19…

Curriculum given → exam board specifications – lesson plans ready made.. …

❑ Sequence learning content material
✓ Horizontal curriculum
✓ Vertical curriculum
✓ Spiral curriculum

Needs to be:
Logical… identify gaps….misconceptions addressed…

Curriculum →

‘What knowledge and understanding (intent)…

…a structure and narrative (implementation)…

…what knowledge and understanding  pupils have gained (impact) ..



• Practical guidance via case-studies
• Explore questions of whose knowledge
• Understand the theory behind the 

curriculum



https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.stmarys.idm.oclc.org/lib/smuc/reader.action?docID=5850989
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fHznp0M_8-g&list=PL-y-8wn6dL1UaVoSwAvE8QjhDeunacUcK&index=8


= Confused jumble – curriculum stew

Curriculum Planning
‘A good plan is like a road map; it 
shows the final destination and 
usually the best way to get there’ 
H Stanley Judd

https://marymyatt.com/resources/the-curriculum
https://marymyatt.com/resources/the-curriculum
https://marymyatt.com/resources/the-curriculum


Margaret Roberts



David Gardener



Power of such a simple binary message:

1) Effective vs less-effective teachers

2) Drawn from 3 different sources of research:
• cognitive science and how brain works
• classroom observations of teachers’ whose assessment tests made     

highest gains
• Work on instructional methods for learning 

Simple model of how memory works:
▪ Working memory – small/finite
▪ Long-term memory – build schemata 

and retrieval of information    

Research findings
How are we going to teach it?



Research findings

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1awWjuY1Jb4&list=PL-y-8wn6dL1UaVoSwAvE8QjhDeunacUcK




•Podcasts focusing on topics from wildfires, weather and the high street to plate tectonics, cities and the carbon cycle. These are perfect for your 
students to listen to current geographical themes and keep up to date with their subject knowledge.

•A wide range of articles and case studies based on geography in the news - these link directly to specification content and can help your students 
to read around topics presented in your online lessons.

•Our catalogue of online lectures by leading geographical experts for you and your students 
to watch, some of which are supported by resources that can be used to teach a lesson 
based on the lecture.

The Royal Geographical Society (with IBG)  

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/geography-at-home/

Geography at Home - use to find some suitable resources to integrate into your 
scheme of work

•Use this opportunity to get to grips with GIS and pre-plan some 
lesson content to use with your students. We have a range of 
support for GIS, plus some information about using data sets.

Importance of selecting the right  resources

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/?categories=Podcast&utm_source=School+Members&utm_campaign=e21185bae0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_25_09_19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bd6329754a-e21185bae0-
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/?categories=Article
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/?categories=Podcast&utm_source=School+Members&utm_campaign=e21185bae0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_25_09_19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bd6329754a-e21185bae0-
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/?categories=Article
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/?categories=OnlineLecture&utm_source=School+Members&utm_campaign=e21185bae0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_25_09_19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bd6329754a-e21185bae0-
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/geography-at-home/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/geography-at-home/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/?categories=GIS&utm_source=School+Members&utm_campaign=e21185bae0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_25_09_19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bd6329754a-e21185bae0-
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/
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Twyford Church of 
England High School

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5VGItFO5IA


All comes together around the notion of

YOU  
as the 

Curriculum 
Maker

?
WHAT ….     HOW….
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Who are 
the pupils?

What knowledge?

How are you 
going to teach 
it? (Pedagogy)



‘Share your learning by teaching others’ 
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You as 

Curriculum Maker
keep a balance between

Curriculum (What)

+

Pedagogy (How)

Curriculum design 4 Geography is key to subject knowledge development

ANY QUESTIONS?

Sophie Wilson
sophie.wilson@stmarys.ac.uk

Rm 307    Tel: 020 8240 4318

mailto:sophie.wilson@stmarys.ac.uk

